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S every man in this country who! can 
write, either has or tales the liberty of ap- 
pealing from the decrees of the higheſt ; 
_ courts in this kingdom, to the Public at 
large; as miniſters, both houſes of parlia- 


call'd to an account by the glorious privilege 


of the preſs! ſhall I heſitate a moment to 
arraign the ignorance or partiality of a 


diſpotic manager of a play-houſe ? ſhall 1 


tamely be ſhut out, and deny'd my place in 


the temple of Fame, becauſe the porter of 
one door of it keeps the key for himſelf and 


To F333 


- 


* 
3 
_— 


1 ta * * 


cellent fable z and afterwards alter d, amend- 


2 


n a 
Ek. ** 


* ha alle, ef 


* : 
; Gy : N ' 


friends only, and denies admittance to their 
ſuperiors ? I, therefore, as in matters of right - 
and property, remove my cauſe from an in- 
ferior to a ſuperior court, and will not doubt, 
but J ſhall receive that juſtice from the bar 
of the Public, which has been deny d me 
at the petty court of ſeſſions i in | Drury-Lane. 
It is very hard that a man of wit, humour, 


and learning, (let us ſuppoſe, for once, a 


candidate for Fame to have all the three) after 
havin g. with much trouble and time, con- 
ceiv d, deſign d, plann'd, and drawn out an ex- 


ed, and executed it, warmly and happily, 
both for his own end; and the delight of his 
friends 3 chat ſuch a perſon, o. form d, and 
ſo inclin d, to do honour both to himſelf 
and his country when, he produces this fair 
edifice of his brain, with: a kind of ſelf. 
congratulating joy, to the manager of 
theatge, that it ſhall be in the power of ſuch 
a mortal wich a ſupetcilious Face, like that 


of 


of Meduſa, to eonvert thei ingenuous ſmiles of 
genius into ſtone, and with one, puff of 
his breath blow down his edifice, the labour 
of time and much conſideration, Ax, if it 
were conſtructed by children, and the * 
e Yrs Na cards ,, : ed 313d 


4 119111 


1 
A +5 


bf: tall now proceed t to my narrative "of 


t: 3g * 


facts, w which ſhall be 25 aſcertain d by 
the correſpondence between the Author 
and Manager: : all that 1 defire is, chat my 


caſe and m performance may be read 


ſeriouſly and impartially, | and then fat 


faftia, 

In the Owe of Tate laſt, I card at 
the manager's houſe in the New Build- 
ings: I was told by a ſervant maid that hee 
maſter was in the country, (this 1 think 
a great hardſhip) but if I had any buſi- 


neſs that required haſte, his brother would 
tranſmit. it to him. I may be alk'd, 


why was this a hardſhip ? I anſwer, that 
managers 


e e ee 


: think that I am acting too much che part 


(E 


managers have no right to be in the country, 


when authors may be in town. The flat- 


terers, and favorites of the managers will ay. | 


why may not managers refreſh themſelves 
after the fatigues of the winter, as well as 


their betters? to which 1 reply, that the 
refreſhment of both A. 75 magna is a 
detriment to the welfare in one inſtance, 
and to the entertainment of ns Public in 


the other. What was the conſequence pray . 
of the Prefident of t the Cauncil refreſhin g him- 


# Hall the laſt ſummer, ſo many miles from 


the metropolis ? thoſe who were waiting 


for juſtice and were feeing council all the 


e can beſt ae that queſtion. 


II Earl G — ſhall be called to account 
in the public papers for ſuch a negle& of 


| duty, thall not I complain of the non- reſi- 


dence of a manager, to receive the works and 
perſons of authors; in a manner becoming the 


conſequence of both ? don't let trifling people 


of 


of Bayes, 1 am indicating the 2 * of 
genius and literature, and. arraigning the 
want of care and neglect of duty in thoſe 
who by chance, favour or purchaſe, become 
the guardian of our dramatic offsprings, 
| and i in great meaſure of the national taſte. 


I would not call u pon 15 brother, bot F 
= wrote the following letter to him. AIWOF- 11 


AT 


To 5— 6. 

ve 8 1 R, London, Fune 17, 1773. 
4 1 call'd at your houſe, to ſpeak with 
you upon buſineſs;—I am a gentleman 
and a ſcholar—I have written a drama, 


4 which, if I am not too much flatter d by | 


ce my friends, will merit your conlideration— 
<< be pleas'd to name the time and plate and I 


will attend e buy read it to your 2 


5 


1 


4 7 T am, 8 CEE vy — 
| . | IEA moſt humble Evans" 
| 7 = j Hinten ee (T. * 5 


"0 A line i is defired in ant to this. 
e e | I did 


me 


x did not receive an er till three days 


ler; ; As I will moſt religiouſly keep to 
truth, 1 muſt confeſs; I could not well have 
an anſwer ſooner, but then I revert to my 
firſt complaint—why was he not in Lon- 
don? It is the duty of a manager, as well 
as of all public men, to reſide conſtantly 
in town, to attend upon authors and 
works. The following note was ſent to 
my Wee 1 1 4 


3 


* Being nor” a vide to a i friend, Tai 
& not receive your note till yeſterday : Tam 
ce oblig d-to meet ſome company at Hamp- 
10 ton, where I ſhall ſtay 'till Monday next ; if 
you will be pleas d to ſend the perform-- 
« ance to my houſe in town, ſral'd up, I 
* ſhall conſider it with great care, and give 
«. you my ſincere opinion of it: if any 
6 * buſineſs ſhould lead you near the Adelphi, 

N. 3 *« on 


* 


» * + 
a 45 . 


— 
on Tueſday morning about eleven ofclock, 
1 thall hope for the favour of ſeeing 8 


1 5 


* I am, Sr 7 15 £156 . 


oP: your moſt obliz is 


> 


MY 3 40 humble 3 3 
40 D. 1 


4 1 am ſerry x was not 1 home when 
45 vou call'd upon me in town.” 


* * 


1 FD? hit this neat written in a pro- 


* 


per ſtrain of civility, as manager to auther ; 
I deſired to read my piece to him, and tha 2 
he would name time and place: he grants 
neither; but deſires to read it by himſelf ;- 
(with all due deference to his talents, I 
could point out beauties in my piece, Which 
might eſcape him) and to complete the 
buſineſs; he invites me to his oπ˖Z höuft. 


But I will not reſt upon trifles:; being' a | 


little piqu'd with this manner of ſettling tis 
hir hit own mh : rather peeviſhly reply d: 
” Fas 2 1 


* treatment from Mr. G. 


| * ter. to make you expect illiberal treat- 
ment from me ? A ſuppoſe every. perſon 
c who writes civil] y, to be a gentleman, 
« though not always to be a [/cholar; I 
% have read the piece you put into my 
hands with great care, and it is my 
t fincere opinion that it will not n 


SSD * D U 2 
nnn . S l 
1 nnn. N Nn 


«SIR, 
« Tam engag'd on Tueſday, and cannot 


« call again at your houſe: be pleas'd to 


c 


* 


ſend a line to my lodgings, with your 
© opinion and determination: I am a gen- 
« tleman and a ſcholar, and expect liberal 


4 am, Sir, 
your humble ſervant, 
Ek oY Pug 


To which I receiv'd the be g very 
particular anſwer. 


a 8 _— Hampton, June 25, 1773 · 
Could there be any thing in my let- 


. 


9 


« in the repreſentation: the ſubject has 
been already moſt ſucceſsfully treated by 
% the author of the Upbo Merer. I have 
« obey'd your commands and ſent it feal'd 


« up according to your directions. 
*- 40 $00; Sir, 
your humble ſervant, | 
« D. G. 4 


"To which, 3 -nttated, I ſent the 
following . Fr. 


Tn 


« Mr. G muſt not imagine that he 

„ has convinc'd Mr. R— of the unfit- 
** nels of his performance for the ſtage— 
« A man well born, and well educated, | 
#$ % having ſome advantages from nature as 
1 well as family, will not be employed, and 
labouriouſly employed, more than fix. 
months in his ſtudy, upon a work that is 
to be blaſted by the %% dixit of a manager 
he Drama you reject has been appro- 
ved by ſome of the firſt people in the 
e kings 
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COSINE eee eee an A, 


* kingdom for learning and ability Were 


* —you muſt act it you may be ſorry that 
you did not profit I want none; Fame is 
my darling paſſion my piece you have re- 


. ˙ e⅝„ůr: Ar" rs ED TT 4 4 
— - wy ö 7 


e ol Reform'd ? or 


100 R 
. whit bs thinks ought to be done with 
the Politician Reform'd ; he can only 


e repeat his former opinion, that it is not 
calculated for the ſtage.” © FT. 


— ** „ 5 om 


Ito make ule of my power, and influence 


jected - you have dam p'd e 


þ EEE OL quodcinque paravi, - 
Quid {it adhuc dubito 


„Win Mr. G— fay what aught to be 


c how the author can give it the trim and 
ce 


ce, trick of. the ſtage to make it palatable t to 


— 


£57 de publick of 


„ 


T 5" FA he reply'd: 


3 15 ——'s compliments to Mr. 


it would not become him to ſay 


("WF 
If it ſhould be thought I was too preci- 
pitate, and took fire too ſoon—let my warmth 
for the honour of Genius, and for the ex- 
tricating ingenuous minds from thoſe worſt 
of human evils, attendance and dependance 
upon theſe mock monarchs, be my excuſe : 
If the Public differs in judgment with the 
manager, they will do the author juſtice to 
call for the piece—if not, the author ſub- 
mits to his fate, and reſigns the ſtage to 
thoſe writers, who have more genius and 
patience than himſelf; and, bidding farewel 
to the Drama ſo ingloriouſly occupied 


hay He ſpurns the hirelings of the rhiming trade.” 
os Mason, 
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Dramatis Perſonze. 
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* . or ets 
en * How 


Mr. HEMLock, an Apothecary, whoſe - 
| Head is turned with 
Politicks. 


4 e r E 


* EE We W 


Mrs. HEMLock, his Wife, a high ſpirit= - 
| 8 ed vulgar Woman. 1 


0s, Sos 4,99) 8" ene 
. N 7 33 * 
F - 
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Miſs Lucy, their Daughter, of a li- 
„ beral Education and 
=. X er . Man — 
ö 1 H gif cher 


1 2 410 
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" I 0 
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Capt. OPR IGH TLY, inlove with Lucy and 
loved by her. 


N 
"4.8 


FORMAT, an elderly Gentleman- : 
Uſher, 4 Pretender 
to Lucy. | 


G 
e e en e e 


Cavit, an artful Attorney: 


Squirt, 5 the Head Man of the 
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Politician Reformed. 


SCENE F.- 


Me. and Mrs. H EML OC k. 
Mr. HEMLOCE. 


. encourage the girl in her obſtinate aver- 
hon to my good friend, Mr. Formal, and in her 
ſilly fondneſs for the Captain. 


Mrs. HE MIL. O CK. 
So I do, and I am not aſham'd of it: the girl 


has an averſten to old Formal, and ſhe is in the 


right of it; and ſhe has ſettled her affections 


| the Captain, and ſhe is in the right of that too; 


they have liked one another ever ſince ithey were 
children, and ſhe proteſts ſhe will never marry any 


body but the Captain. Surely my brother did not 
give her ſuch an education, and leave her ten 


thouſand pon to have her lead apes in hell. 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 
No, nor to marry an ape here; for 3 


a all thoſe young fellows in red coats and feathers, 


B | whe 
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who turn all young girls heads, but the mimicks 
of men at moſt ? Mr. Formal is a man indeed; a 
man of uſeful knowledge; who hes a great intereſt 
at court, and will make my fortune there. 


Mrs. HE ML OC k. 
I with you wou'd mind your fortune at home, 
and not think of making one at court. How 
ſhould you expect to make your fortune at court? 


whatever happens there, you will be but an apothe- 
cary ſtill, only by your friends there, and your 


politicks, you will probably be a broken one. 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 
Ha! ha! my dear, take my word for it you 
know nothing of theſe matters. If I were at 
liberty I could-tell 70u— 


Mrs. E M I. O C k. 
What a fool they make of you. 


Mi. HE MIL. OCE. 


Why ſuppoſe, my dear, that Mr. F ormal mould 
make you a knight's lady. (aſide. ) I wiſh 1 have 
not 10 too far. 


HE MLOC K. 5 
I tell you = ſhall neither make me a knight's 
lady, nor a grandmother, not that I believe he 
can do either. In ſhort, the Captain likes Lucy 
and Lucy lixes the Caprain ; he has a pretty eſtate, 
and ſhe has a good fortune, upon which they may 


live very comtortably, and if it * God they 
ſhall be married. 


*. HEMLOCK. | W 


But do you know ir it does not 1 2 me * 
cannot marry. 


1 
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Mrs. HE MI. OC k. 
We'll ſee that. (a/ide.) It is only a journey to 
Scotland, which upon ſuch a neceſſity one would 


take, | 
MEE IE Jo 
Enter C AV IL with 4 mores Roll 4 
Parchment. 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 
Good-morrow to you, Mr. Cavil, ave you 
heard any news ? 
C AY on 2+ 6 
No, Sir, only that the term begins to-morrow, 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 
And if it ends the” day -after, what's that to 
me? I mean public news, foreign news, news of 
the court. | 


CAVELIL 
Of the Court of Chancery; yes, Sir, I have 
prepared your bill againſt Lord Squander's ex2cu- 
tors, (offers it.) and when you have N it, 1 
will file It in _ 


HEMLOC K. 

Peruſed it, 2 you! why how the devil mould 
1 have time? ? I have hardly a moment to myſelf _ 
in the whole day, from neceffary buſineſs. The 
various news-papers, journals, chronicles, and 

gazettes extraordinary, take up half the day to 
read; and then my patients, though thank God of 
late I have but very few; in ſhort, I cannot nor 
will not read that very long bill. 
B 2 CAVE ke. 


4 ae POLITICIAN REFOR MED. 


CANE: ni. | 
A very long bill, Sir; it is a very ſhort one, 
and drawn according to the new rules of Court. 


. HEMLO CX. 88 


What, are there rules then for the length of 
a bill? L 


I. | 
* 9 Sir, and very juſt and'beneficial ones 1 
the ſuitors. You mult know, Sir, that the court's 
obſerving that bills ſwelled to an enormous ſize, 
have, to ſave the ſuitors time, trouble and expence, 
made a rule, that all bills, whether er bills, 
croſs bills, amicable bills, &c. ſhall be not one 
inch longer nor ſhorter than Weſtminſter-Hall, 
which is but eight hundred yards. 


© Mr. HEMLOCK. 

When I come into parliament, I will bring in a 
bill that ſhall ſhorten all thoſe bills with a ven- 
geance. (aſide. 

CA&AVIL. 

But let us not talk of the length of bills, for 

— ſhop-bill annexed, is not much ſhorter. I 
ope I ſhall bring your affair to a ſpeedy ifſue: i 
in * years I do not doubt but we ſhall get a 1 
decree, that is provided none of the parties die in ⁵ 


the interim, for in that caſe, you know, the whole 
muſt begin de novo. 


. H E ML O C R. | 
4 know then that it will never be ended, tl 
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| your de novo. The pretenſions to Sileſia wil be 

Li | tertled ſooner, 

5 Ms. H EML Oc k. 

1 an ſure it is very hard that poor induſtrious 
| 1 people ſhould be robbed by your great folks, of 
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what they earn by their honeſt labour. We erved 
that ſame Lord Squander and his whole family 
above ten years, and never knew the colour of his 
money yet; and now, forſooth, it is to coſt us 
God knows what, to recover our own ;—theſe are 
your great folks that you run after ſo. | 


Mr. HEMLOCK. (af) =; 
When I am in the houſe, there ſhall be an 
effectual ſtop put to ſuch proceedings, for I will 
bring in a bill enacting, that nothing ſhall be heught 
or fold, but for ready money.— But the mails are 
come in, and I muſt go to the coffee-houſe and 
from thence to court. So good morrow to you, 
Mr. Cavil, talk to my wife upon the old ſubject, 
and try if you can make her reaſonable. [EA. 
M. HEMLOCK. Dy 
I am ſure, Iwiſh any thing could make you ſo- 


Enter Mp L UC TI. 


FP . 
Well, Madam, you hear I am to ſerve you with 
a writ, at the ſuit of your huſband, requiring you 
to aid, aſſiſt and abet, Mr. Formal's pretenſions to 
this young lady. A e | 
a Mrs. HEM LOCK. 5 
1 do not deſire to be ſerved, Mr. Cavil; I told 
you my mind upon this ſubject often enough before 
now. Do you think that I will ever conſent that 
Lucy, with ten thouſand pounds to her fortune, 
ſhould marry an old, crazy, beggarly gentleman- 
uſhet l marry, come up, Indeed „„ 
| „„ OY 
Have a little patience, Mrs. Hemlock; I am 
your huſband's attorney, and muſt fathfully exe- 
: | f cute 


6 we POLITICIAN REFORMED. 

cute his orders: but I may at the ſame time be of 
counſel for this young lady, that is but fair and 
ufual in the way of buſineſs. Therefore, in the 
former capacity, I require her to take Mr. Formal 
for her lawful huſband, and you to conſent to it ; 


but in the latter, I advite you both to the contrary, 
and will ſerve you to the utmoſt of my little ſkill. 


Mrs. HEMELOCK. | 
Aye, now you ſpeak like an honeſt man, and 
we ſhall be glad of your aſſiſtance; in ſhort, we 
will have nothing to do with that old beggarly 

wretch, Formal; and if my huſband perſiſts for him, 
ve mult take ſome other courſe. 


Miſs LUCY. 725 
No courſe I hope, Madam, againſt my father 
conſent. 2 | 3 


Mrs. HE ML O CK. ES. 
= A fiddte-ſtick of your father's conſent, child; 
A his head is turned, and he is ruining himſelf, bur 

: in troth he ſhall not ruin you. Pray, Mr. Cavil, 
-mayn't they be married in Scotland without my 
huſband's conſent ? does not the late law for pro- 
moting marriages allow. of that? 


e 4 4 © Pb TO 
\ There has been ſeveral caſes in point of it, and 
4 among people of diſtinction; and thoſe marriages 
have ſtood good, and perhaps to the ſorrow of 
ſome of the couples. In truth, Madam, the 
law when rightly underſtood allows of every thing. 
Re Mrs. HEMLOCK. 
Why then, the Captain and Lucy ſhall Cen take 
a journey to Scotland, and how will my huſband 


and his Mr. Formal help themſelves. . 
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1 Miſs LUCY. 3 
Pardon me, Madam; I will no more marry 
againſt my father's conſent, -than I will be married 
againſt my own; time and patience may poſſibly 
prevail with him. *. 

Don't tell me of time and patience, child; 
why I went away from my friends, with your fa- 
ther, juſt at your age, and was married without 
a licence. And ſurely it will be no difgrace to 
you, to follow your mother's example. 


As LUCY. os Tis 
|. You muſt allow, Madam, for different ways of 
thinking: I am ſure you would not have me do 
what I ſhould think a crime. N 
M. HEMELOCK:-: N 
Come, come, Lucy, theſe are your romancing 
fine ſentiments, which you get out of thoſe hard 
books that you are always reading. Why it is 
only your prime quality that do not mind whe- 
ther they are married or not, but honeſt women 
love marrying. Take the Captain, I adviſe you, 
while you love him and he loves you—one never 
knows what may happen. He is a handſome, 
briſk, ſober young man, Mr. Cavil, with a pretty 
7X fortune of his own, is allowed to be as good an 
officer as any in the army, and is ina tiſing way. 
Hl S 1 Ro 
That's more than can be ſaid of old Formal, 
I dare ſwear; I believe he is at the top of his pre- 
ferment. The preſent point then, as I apprehend 
it, is to get Mr. Hemlock's conſent for the Captain, 
N I humbly conceive is by no means impoſſi- 


Miſs 


* 
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17 A&5 LUCY. (eagerty.) 

Do you really think ſo, Mr. Cavil? 
CALL. 

Yes, really * not that you care, I 121 


ceive. 
a. HEMLO CK. 

To tell you the truth, I much queſtion it. To 
be ſure my huſband is as honeſt a good man as 
ever brake bread, and was as induſtrious a one in 
his buſineſs, till theſe curſed politicks turned his 
head, fo that now I do not know what to make of 


' kim. He has loſt moſt of his beſt cuſtomers, and 


will attend none but your quality, who you know 
never pay. He is half the day at the coffee-houſe 
running after news, then ſneaking about the court, 


where that naſty Formal has made him believe that 
he will get him a great place, and I believe gets a 


deal of money out of him in the mean time. 

x night he is with his club of politicians, as he, 

em, and when he comes home talks a par- 

per hard words that I can't underſtand. Would 

you think it, he often talks that ſtuff in his ſleep ? 

Ny no longer ago than laſt night, he waked me 

ſeven or eight times, with Ruflians aal es —— 
and the Lord knows what. 

C 
To be fure, Mrs. Hemlock, it muſt be very 
difagreeable to you, to be waked ſo often in that 


manner. 

H E LOC: 
We were = as happy a couple as any in the 
pariſh, but as bis 8 have increaſed, my com- 
Torts have decreaſed, God knows; and I am every 


day afraid of a bankruptcy; We ſhould have been 


broke already, if I had not kept things together a 


lane. 
Enter 
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Enter Captain SPRIGHTLY. 


| SPRIGHTL X. 5 
Good-morrow, ladies; all well I hope. 


9 HEML O A 
Better in health than in good 2 21 as 
they ſay, Captain. 


S PRIGHTLT＋ © © 
Why ſo, Madam? 


Mrs. HEMLOCK. 25 
Why becauſe my huſband's head is ſo turned 
with his politicks, and his Formal, that he ſwears 
that Lucy ſhall be married to him to- morrow, and 
I ſwear that ſhe ſhall be married to him to- morrow- 
come- never; and ſurely I have as good a right to 
ſwear one way as he has to ſwear the other. 


Si 
But what ſays my dear Lucy to it? 
le 
Juſt what I have often ſaid to you de: 
that I will always obey my father where I can; 
but that his moſt poſitive commands ſhall Hever 
make me marry Mr. Formal. | 


SPRIGHTLEF. 

Nor any other man living but Captain William 
Sprightly—add but that, my better angel, and 
make me as happy a5—words can make me. 

˙ AC K-56 88 
991 will add that too, Mr. Sprightly; but then I 5 
will add likewiſe, nor you neither without my fa: 
ther's conſent. 


SPRIGHTLY. 
| Thay $2 cruel clauſe | 


8 


* 
% 
— * 
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Mis LUC * 
Which you of all men ought not to condemn, 
when duty gives way to inclination, that inclina- 
tion may probably give way to a ſecond; You 
know what was ſaid to Othello—< Look to her, 
Moor; ſhe has deceived her father, and may thee.” 


SPRIGHTLY. (laupbing.)* 
On, but he was a black- a- moor; the parable ; 1s 
not flattering for me, I muſt ow nm. 


Mrs. HE ML OCE. 
What's all this about A black-a-moor, I don't 
underſtand it? 


. 
Only Miſs Lucy alludes to a play, where a 
5 young lady runs away with a black-a-moor. _ 


Mr. HEMLOCK. F 
With a block-a-moor ! much good may do her, 


SPRIGHTLEYS.. 
It did not do her muck good, Madam; ; for he 
ſtrangled mer. | 1 


Mrs, HEM Ee K. 
In troth ſhe deſerved it. How could ſhe er. 
pect better from a black- a· moor? 


S PRISH TIL. . 


But, dear Lucy, What will you anſwer to your 
| father's word of command? _ | | 
Miſs LUCY. : 

I will tell him that I eannot poſſibly obey i it at 
the expence of the moſt ſolemn perjury, for that 


I cannot with a ſafe conſcience, vow to love, ho- 
nour and obey Mr. Formal. 


CATE. 
Come, come, in one word, have you a mind to 
_ your father's conſent for the Captain? 


Mfr 


_ 


* * q : . ad 1 E LAS 5 


34% 1 LUCY. 


J udge by what you have heard . and 
have known long. 


n v Ii. 
| And have you, Captain? 
$ERKITGHTELY ES 
Have 1 a mind to happineſs, to 


iA Vl. 


Hold, Sir, no heroicks in * way of buſineſs 1 
ſpeak me fair, and you ſhall have his conſent in 
leſs than four and twenty hour. 


SPRIGHTLY. 


Dear Lawyer, thou art my good genius; bring 
but that about, and thou ſhalt be my agent when 


I have a regiment, and two hundred guineas ſhall 


be thy fee in preſent. That's ſpeaking in the way 


of buſineſs, is it not? 


CATIC 
Aye, Sir, choſe are praftical heroicks, god | 


; ſound ſenſe, 


SPRIGHTLY, 

Bur fay, 500 can this be done ? 
—A 

It's all here, Sir, (pointing to his brad) re — for 


execution. As thus, your father - in- law, for ſuch 
I will venture to call him, already is begging par- 
don of the good company, mad with politicks. 


Now I will avail myſelf of that madneſs to make 


him do one ſenſible thing, in giving you this young 

lady. But you muſt conſent to one thing, Cap- 

tain; 1 muſt illegitimate you, for a little While, 
but von mall be ſoon reſtored i in blood. 


SPRIGHTLY. 


= 


8 - 


* 
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SERMIGH-T IS... +> 
Aye, aye, do any thing with me, except anni- 
hilating me; for I have ſome reaſons why I ſhould 
not care to part with my Ge, uſt at this 


time. 
CAVIL. 


Theſe are, in ſhort, the out- lines of my plan: 
Mr. Hemlock's only reaſons for ſacrificing his 
daughter to Formal, is the opinion which he has 
of his intereſt at court, and the hopes of making 
himſelf a great man, by his alliance with fo great 
a man. Now I will take care that he ſhall be 
convinced, that the Captain has a much better 
intereſt at court, and can make him a much greater 


man. | 

| SFPRIGHT LX. 

But this will never paſs upon him. 

1 ö | 
Ves, but it will and ſhall paſs upon him. You 

are a young man, Captain; but when you come 

to have more knowledge of human nature, you 

will be convinced, that nothing that flatters the 

ruling paſſion, is too groſs for it to ſwallow. But 


to buſineſs. Will Mr. Hemlock be at home this 
evening, Madam. (o Mrs. Hemlock.) | 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 
I believa he may, till his club hour; for he 
call Saturdays and Sundays his leiſure days; be- 
1 he ſays, the great men are all out of town ot 


4 ay 
CATED 


Then between fix and ſeven this evening, you 
muſt be here; and in Mr. Hemlock's preſence, 
drop as if by chance out of your pocket, a letter, 

„ which I ſhall write to * He will of _ 
T ta 


12 


* 
1 


* 7 POLITICIAN REFORMED.” aug” 


take it up,” and I will anfwer for it, that letter 
ſhall have a better effect upon him than all the- 
hellebore of his ſhop. Come, Captain, Jet us go 
to the coo Roe) wy * Ken write to 


* 0 b awot: 4 . 7 
| Je LUCY... © | 
Stay, Mr. Sprightly, I have my ic ruples. N 
find is to be an impoſition upon my * and 
I cannot agree to it: I look upon le to * ſtill 
5 n in a ae than plain diſobedience. 


5 SPR bn + bn 
Thats too ſcrupulous, my deur Lucy; cointider 
that though it is ſtrictly ſpeaking an impoſition 
upon your r father, it is a meritorious impoſition for 
his good, and for the good of us all. Would 
you employ reaſon. upon a man, in that very point 

in which he has loſt the uſe of his own? We 
muſt take people as they are; and wheh-a-ltle 
art is uſed only in the cauſe of virtue, it becomes 
a pious, and the only juſtifiable pious fraud. I 
am no caſuiſt, but I — plain, downright ho- 
nour and honeſty, and I would nor 2 a bale 
wang, even * poſſeſs you: nn Den ue Fe” 


-MS' LUCY. 
I cannot help. it I feel aukward about it; 
- ſhall diſcover it; and my duty will triumph 


over my heart.” - | | , | Exeunt Captain ang Cy 


Mrs. 1 E MLO CK. 

None of theſe qualms and niceties, my dear; 
"hw none of Ä and yet, I think, I am aa 
honeſt a woman as another. It is your genteel 
education at your aunt's, that has put all cheie 
fancies into your head, Tour — books 
— Why I never read any book in my life, but the 
Bible; the Complete Houſewife, and Riders Alma. 

nack: 
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mack: And I am glad on't, for I don't ſee that 
your reading women are one jot the better for it. 
[Extt. 
LUCY.” /( fols.} 
I do love this Sprightly to deſtraction, but ! 
will love my duty more. After all my father's 
unfortunate turn to politicks, extravagant as it is, * 
is of late become ſo general, that he is very near 
not being ſingular. This confliting love and 
duty will diſtraẽt me. Many daughters have run 
away and married without their parents conſent ; 
and all is forgiven and made up at laſt. But i is 
the fact more "juſtifiable for that-? 'no, ſurely; O 


dear, charming Sprightly, this duty. coſts me Near! 


[ Extt. 
SCENE, the Shop. 


Maney: HEMLOCK and FORMAL, 


with their Nojes very much Poudered, and 
8 IRT. N 


Sid 2. $3 287 HEMLOCK. 
| Haſt thou heard any news, Squirt ? 
| „auler. 


No, Sir, os I, nor have I enquired after none. 


> 
- 


* 
— 


Dr. Arſenick has been here. What have you 
done to your noſe, Sir, it is all white? 
| . HEMLOCK. 


Very probably, for I have been at court: This 
is the true white powder ſo much talked of, that 
does buſineſs and makes no noiſe. I'M ſtaunch 
, court-noſe i is always powdered, 

„nn _ 


And keeps n&er the better for it perhaps. 
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A. HENLIDCEK. 
What did Dr. Arſenick want with me ? 


SUI KR | 
"Nothing, Sir; he only left a lite preeririon | 
for my Lord Double: © © 5 9 1 


Nr. HE ML OC Ek. 1 | 
| God's fo, is he ill then ! what's his ; caſe? He : 
would be a publick loſs indeed! 


| SQUIR T. 
A bilious diſorder... 


| Mr. HEMLOCK... .. 
Aye, bile is the uſual complaint of great. men. 
What has the Doctor ordered? | 


SQUIRT. 
Only the wormwood draughts ati} with 

ſal volatile, to be taken every four hours for 4 
month, An emollient clyſter to be adminiſtered 
at going to bed. A cathartick potion, to be 
taken to-morrow morning. Four bottles of the 
pearl julep, and ſix of the white drink, to be 
taken d libitum. To be ſure the Doctor does hand- 
_ by 3 trade. 


HE 

He does rh and perhaps, may be ME ey 
ſician to the court ſooner than he thinks of. (winks 
Significantly at Formal) Let all the other 
de ſent immediately to my Lord; but Pl carry 
the clyſter and adininiſter it myſelf. 1 ſhall pro- 
dably pick up ſome news there; your great men 
are often unguarded, and drop. W ag be- 


fore their ſervants. 


SQUIRT. 


I have often heard, rer _ kalen ſhould 
prog read r : 


FOR- 


c 
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morning, that 
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FORMA IL. 
Mr. Squirt ha wir I perceive. 
Mr. HEMLOCK. 
He is cute enough in the ſhop, but the idle 
rogue > minds nothing but his own-buſineſs ; he has 
nat the leaſt notion of the balance of power: and 
does not know, I dare ſay, where the King of 
Pruffia, and the Ruſſians, and Count Ramanzoff 
are. 
8 QUIR F. | 
They are no cuſtomers of ours; and perhaps, | 
it would be as well for ſome people, if they trou- 
bled themſelves no more about them than 1 Go. 


W. HEM LOCK. 
I don't like this feveriſhnels of his lordſhip's, it 
certainly proceeds from ſome ruffle of the mind. 
I will 21 his pulſe carefully, I dare lay I ſhall 
find it quick 8 hard. Things don't go right, 
Mr. F ormal, with his lordſhip ; and I with that— 
| (whiſpers. 
n. they VE they muſt take care to 

powder their faces again.] 


- FORMAL. 
Yau have it, I dare ſay, and am the more con- 


vinced of it; becauſe, that—— (pers. 


Aye, and to be ſure you rs Akers at court this 


(whiſpers. 
FORMA L. . 8; 
I did, and moreover, a certain perſon told me = 


in my ear, that ( ubiſpers again. 


Mr. HE ML O CK. 
Let us ſtep into the back room, Mr. Formal, 


5 aud talk over matters more freely. [ Exeunt. 
EDT SQUIRT. 


* and intend. 
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ö e „ 
My maſter is mad, that I am 8 = his | 
friend there is a | knave, or I am much miſtaken. 


Exit Sguirt. — 


8 C E N E, the Back Room. 


HEMLOCK, and FORMAL, 


Mr. HEMLOCK. | 
What you told me as we were coming along, 
runs ſtrangely in my head, Mr: Formal ; may I beg 
of you to repeat it. 


FORMat. 

With all my heart, Sir; I ſaid then, that no 
longer ago than the day beforè yeſterday, I ſaw 
three great men conſulting together in a corner o 
the preſence- chamber, as they frequently do after 
the levee. And I overheard Lord Double ſay to 
the other two, faith. we muſt do ſomething” for 
Hemlock the apothecary. He is an — Zzea- 
lous, and J can tell you, a very able fellow. . 

. HEM LOCK. (repeats aſide.) 

Able fellow !—I am ſure my Lord is a very 
great man. Bur tell me truly, Mr. Formal, I be- 
ſeech you, was this ſaid in the preſence-chamber 
or only in the anti- chamber. 8 wh 

N. FORMAL. | 

In the pepe * a honour; but. 
thar is the ſame thing. 

AA. HE ML 0 0 K. 


Ban pardon me, there is a great deal of difference; 
| for in the anti- chamber the great men will often 
laugh and banter; but in the preſence- chamber 
they dare not ſay any . but what they really 


We. FORMAL, 
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Mr. FORMAL. | 

A very juſt diſtin tion, my friend; and which + 
I own, to my ſhame, 1 was not aware of —one would 
think that you had been born and bred in courts— 

I would tell you ſomething ſtill better, if I could 
abſolutely depend upon your ſecrecy. 
+ 4a HEMLOCEK.-.- 1 

You don't know me, Sir, if you doubt of my 
ſecrecy. No diſeaſe is more ſecret than I am. 

FORMAL. 

Why then under the ſeal of ſecrecy I will tell 
you, that the King himſelf ſpoke very handſome- 
ly of you the other day. 

Mr. HEMLOCK. 

The King himſelf |l— _ 

Mr. FORMAL. 

Yes, the King himſelf. 
EN Lock 

Spoke of me! 
Yes, of you by name. 

M. HEMLOCk. 
And my handſomely ! | 
O20 FOR NEA I” 
Yes, very advantageouſly. © 
Mr. HEMLOCK. 
Dear Mr. Formal, tell me what his are was 
graciouſly pleaſed to ſay of me? 
Mr. FORMAT. 
"Theſe very words: That he believed he had 
not in his three kingdoms, a more faithful, lo 
nor uſeful fubject, than honeſt Hemlock the apo- 
thecary.— His _ ſty's very words, I oY 
- honour. 
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Mr. HEMLOCK: (aſide). 
© Uſeful ſubjeF ; that implies that his Majeſty in- 

tends to make uſe of me, I gueſs at what board. 


I wonder how his Majeſty: came to know that there 
vas ſuch a perſon in the world as I? | 


M.. FORMAL. 
I took good care of that ſome time ago. Be- | 
rween you . ( ſpeaking low) 1 have more chan- 
nels than one to the cloſet. | 


Mr. HEMLOC K. e 
Dear Mr. Formal, how can I ever return the 
obligations I have to you ? Mentioned by his Ma- 
jeſty ! And as an uſeful ſubje& too! Who would: 
not ſacrifice his life and fortune for the ſervier of 


ſuch a Prince? 


"A. jFQ R M A *. 

By the way, Mr. Hemlock, the borough 10 told 
you of ſome time ago, will be your's,. and at a 
very trifling expence, I have ſettled every W 
You will make a great figure in parliament. 

Mr. HEMI OQEKE:; 54 
Without vanity, I may perhaps do as well there 
as ſome others. I can with truth proteſt to you, 
that for theſe laſt ten years I have applied mylelf 
wholly to politieks, even to the great detriment 
of my own private affairs. I have | loſt moſt of my 
| buſineſs, and have been beſides at a confibedbhe 
expence for information and intelligence, and all 
this for the ſervice of my gracious' King, and dear 
country - but I don't mind that, far it is the duty 


of every good citizen and loyal ſubject.— I have 


now by me, plans for ſettling the ballance of 
power in Europe, for ever For paying off the 
national debt without any additional tax upon the 


ſubject — or manning our wooden walls, the royal 


D 2 . Eo navy 
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navy For employing the whole poor of this king- 
dom, and in ſhorr, for reforming every n 
and ! in the nation. 6 


FORMAL. „ 

"Theſe will be ſervices indeed. Did not I tell 
you, that you was formed for the good of your 
country? And was not I in the right to prefer yeu 
to myſelf for this ſeat in parliament ? But now you, 
have mentioned debts, I am aſhamed that I DIVE 
Hot paid you what I owe you. | 


M. HE MLOC k. 

It is not uſing me like a friend, Mr. Formal, to 
mention ſuch a trifle. Perhaps you may have oc- 
_ caſion for ſome more, and J aſſure you, that all I 
have is heartily at your ſervice. | 


FORMAL. 
No, wy dear friend, on the contrary, for though 
we are five quarters in arrear, and though my little 
eſtate does not pay very punctually, yet I ſhall 
bring you the two hundred pounds that I owe you 
Next week, for I hate to be in debt. 


Mr. HEMLOC K. 

Tou may bring it me, if you pleaſe, but J will 

not take it, it may be of ſome uſe to you for the 

Fun and I really don't want it. I have three 
undred more within there at your ſervice. 


| F 
Why then I'II tell you what we will do if you 
approve of it. This is the time for chuſing 1. re- 


turning officers for your borough, and we muſt 


ſecure an honeſt and an impartial one, who will 
be for us right or wrong; the whole turns upon 
that, ſo I'll give the two hundred pounds I owe 
Ps 4 to my * for the 3 who ſhall carry 


it 
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it down next week for your ſervice, and * mts 


that will go near to do for the preſent. _ 


. HEMLOCK = 
That's very right; but pray let us make ſure 
work of it, and not ſtarve the cauſe. "VER there 

be no more wanting? OI 26 


| "OKICKE © 225 
That's according as things happen, perhaps, 2 
- trifle more, for a treat for the Corporation, or a 

preſent for ſome leading man. | 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 

I believe, I had better give you the three hun- 
dreds more, that your agent may be completely 
armed at all events. A guinea and a moment, 
are often deciſive in an election. 


: FOR MAS. | 
That's juſt as you pleaſe, ; It is the ſame. thing, 
for whatever is not laid out, I will anſwer for bt 


ſhall be moſt faithfully returned you. 


He Rs Mr. HEMLOCK. 
Well, I'll ſtep up and fetch it; in a thing of 
this conſequence, one cannot be too careful. 


. FORMAL. 
It is of as much conſequence to the publick, : as 
to you, and if your merit and abilities were as 
well known to others, as they are to me, on my 
_ conſcience. you would be choſen at the pubick 
expence; and your borough would pay your 
Wages. [Exit Hemlock. 


FORMAL. ( ſolus.) 1 
„ is the beſt hand I can 111 of him, for I 5 


i mel never get the girl and her fortune. The 
mother is a vulgar, high-ſpirited vixen, and hates 
me, becauſe ſhe es 6 that I get money from 
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ber huſband. The girl i is paſſionately i in love with 
the Captain, as every girl 1s with the firſt Captain 


22 


me knows. Hemlock is too mad to be minded 


by either of them, and too tame to reſiſt them. 

Therefore, I have nothing elſe for it, but to make 

the moſt of him at preſent, and raiſe my ſupplies 

for the current ſervice of the year, _ - 
ment faith. 8 


Enter H EML OCE, with a grea * 


* 


Mr. HEM E OC k. 
| +" bo Wy Sir, be pleaſed to count out the three 
q hundred pounds, or more if you think it neceſſary. 


FORMAL. | 
Three hundred will, I hope, be ſufficient; but 


i i ſhould not, my agent will draw upon me for 
more, and J will acquaint you. 


[4s Formal is going to open the bag, enter 
Mrs. Hemlock, and Lucy.) 


.. Ms. HE MI. OCX. 

Juſt ſo; I thought as much, when I ſaw you 
ſneaking down ſtairs, with the bag of money un- 
der your coat; I gueſſed who was below, I have 
long ſuſpected this, but now I have a proof of it : 
A e quotha ! Why he makes you his milch- 
cow. —I wonder you are not aſhamed, to rob an 
honeſt family ſo? Are theſe your court tricks? 


nf HEMLOCS. 

Have a little patience, my dear, till you know 
the whole truth. I was going to pay Mr. Formal 
a hundred pounds, which he had lent me ſome 
time ago, in the friendlieſt way in the world. 


* 
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Vn HEMLOCK. JJ. 
Yes, to be ſure, he is a likely man to lend you 
money, when to my certain knowledge, he owes 
io all the reſt of the world, and more than he can 
ever pay. I dare ſay, this is not the firſt money 


by a great deal, that your friend there has filched 


from) you. 5 
FORM A ge NY 
Filch, Mrs. Hemlock ! that's a ſtrong a 
indeed, but I will paſs it over; becauſe, F believe 
you do not know the full import of it. 


Mrs. HEM LOCK. 
Don't tell me, of the import or the export of it, 
I know what T mean. You cheat my huſband of 
his money, and want to cozen him of his daughter. 
But here ſhe is, and ſhe will give you your anſwer 
once for all ;—ſpeak to him, child. 


- M6 LUGCT. 
| Why then, Sir, ſince my mother command 
me, I will adviſe you very ſincerely, never more 
to think of the honour you intended ne, for it 
never can, nor never ſhall be. 


W. HEMLOCK. 3 

But I ſay, it both can, and ſhall be Odſo, 
am I not thy father, did I not prepare and make 
thee u , 1 ſnall 1 not adminif er thee to whom 


Y pl 

7 Mi LUCY. 5 
Sir, 1 have already explained myſelf to _ 
upon that ſubject, with all duty z I can add no 


more. 
Ms HEM LOOK. : 

Well, I think you have your a now, 
and I ſuppoſe, Ty” will think no more of my 


4 4 | 
rok. 
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en, 
I cannot promiſe that, Madam; not think of 


to amiable a young lady, that is impoſſible ! 


£ 


morrow to you, 


Mrs. HEMLOCK. 


I defire you to be gone, and to come here ne 

more; you are an old filehing fellow, I have much 

3 to keep my temper. 
FORMA L. 


Such as it ſeems to me to be, I would adviſc 
you by all means to part with it. 


_ [Exeunt Mrs. Hemlock, with abe bag of money 
under ber arm, and Miſs Lucy. - 


M. HEMLOCK. 


You kept your temper admirably well, for I 
own my wife was a little provoking; ſhe is a very 
good woman in the main, but rather too h 
but Jou courtiers are always well bred. 


FORMAL. 


It is a rule with me, never to diſpute with an- 
gry women, for they have ten times more words 
than men have, and they have no ** at 


all. 
Mr. HE ML O CK. 


' But what ſhall we do for the money? For I 
could as ſoon get it out of the claws of a tyger, as 
out of her's theſe two or three days. | | 


FORMAL. 


That makes no difference. I will order my 
-agent to advance, if there ſhould be occaſion, till 
you -have quieted matters At home. N. good 
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Mr. H EMIL O CK. » 


y the way, Mr. Formal, 1 forgot to aſk you, 


are things —_ up at court, between certain great 
men ? 


FORMAL. 


Perfectly, I can aſſure you. I ſ:w them going 
down the great ſtairs to-day, arm in arm, talking 
as chearfully and as friendly tothe as you and I 
could have done. 


Mr. HE MI. 0 - ; 
Then alls well! "1 [Exit Formal. 


SCENE, the Back Room. 


Mr. .and Mrs. 'HEMLOCK, and 
| | LVU C. | 


Mr. HEM LOCK. 

And do you really think that I ſhall ever con- 
ſent to your diſpoſing of yourſelf, and your for- 
tune to à wild young rake, your Captain Spright- 
1y.? If you will have him, you thall wait theſe 
four years, till vou are at the age of diſpbedience, 4 


Ai LUCY. 


I will always wait your pleaſure- without mur. 
< muring, Sir. 


Mrs. HEMLOck. 


Il have you to know, that the Captain has 
made it appear, that he has ten thouſand pounds 
of his own, which he offers to ſettle, with Lucys 
ten thoufand pounds, upon her and the children, 

out me his "pa He is no beggar, no . 
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phant ; he does not borrow money of you, nor 
turn your head with nale like your nne, 


| | filching friend, Formal. 


Enter SQUIRT. 


SQUIRT. 
-F Madam, Caprain Sprightly 1s in the ſhop. 


Mrs. HEM L OCK. 
Well, ſhew him in. 


Mr. HE ML. O c >K. 
Aye, by all means make much of your Captain. 
I will juſt ſtep to the coffce-houſe ; and be back 
again in half an hour, and diſmiſs him I'll warrant 
you. LEAR. - 


Enter SPRIGHTLY. 


SPRIGHTLY. 


I met Mr. Hemlock juſt going out, and he did 
not look very graciouſly upon me; but I hope he 

comes back again, for I have that in my. pocket 

which I believe will make me better with him? 


Mrs. HEM LOCK. 


Yes, he ſaid he would be back again in half an 
hour. Do you know, Mr. Sprightly, that I ſent 
Formal away with a flee in his ear this morning? 
I found the wretch borrowing money of my py 
band, as I believe he has often done before, to 

make him a great man, forſooth; but I came in 
5 the nick of R time and ſpoiled their os fon 


SPRIGHTLY: 


Th POLITICIAN REFORMED. 27 


SPRIG H 1 | 
This raſcal deſerves to have his bones broke, 5 
for abuſing an honeſt man's weakneſs. I ſee Mr. 


Hemlock every day at court, bowing his way - | 


through the guard-chamber, then more . humbly 
ſaluting the gentlemen-penſioners, and at laſt ſneak- 
ing into one of the anti-chambers, and walking 
hand in hand and whiſpering Formal, like King 
Phyz and King Uſh, in the Rehearſal. 


Mrs. HE M LOCK. 
Aye, thoſe are the fellow's court tricks. 


SPRIGHTLY: 


As to tricks, Madam, I believe that courts 
and cottages have nothing to reproach one another 
with upon that ſcore. Human nature 1s the ſame 
every where, though in different dreſſes; in courts 
ſhe is embroidered, in the church ſhe is in black, 
in camps ſhe is in red, and in cottages in rute, 
but the ſtuff is all the ſame. 


N LUC Y. 

But 1 believe, they love with more conſtancy 

and tenderneſs in cottages, than in courts. 
; SPRIGHTLY.: 


Perhaps they might three thouſand years ago 
in Hug ia, bat that race of lovers has been long | 
extinct. 


Ar. HEMLOC RK. 
Pray, what place was that Arcadia? 


S PRIGHT L X. 


A fine country in Greece, where they were all 
| ſhepherds and W who tended their 
N 3 
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28 The POLITICIAN REFORMED. 


flocks, ſung, piped, and made tender ſentimental 
love all day 17 but unfortunately they ſpun it 
ſo fine T it would not manufacture, and that fine 


country became quite a deſart. 


Mrs. HE MLL O'C K. 


in my mind, they were a parcel of great fools. 


erer 
To be ſure, they had not the publick FEY) lo 
much at heart, as Mr. Hemleck. Fas, 


Ars. HEMLOCK:. 

I hand: your ſententious love, as the fine folks 
call it; I would fain know why people ſhould not 
be fathers and mothers; I know, I mel want- 
ed to be a mother, and now I want to be 4 grand. 


mother. 


mes: Py © 8 PRI G H T L 1 
| Well, Madam, and if you will uſe your in- 
tereſt with this young lady, I promiſe you my beſt 


endeavours ſhall not be wanting. 


M66 Us. 
Dear mother, let us talk of ſomething elle. 


Bur here my father comes, and I am glad of it. 


| Enter Mr. HEMLOCK. 


Mrs. HEMLOCK. An: 
Your fervant, Captain, have 0 heard any 
— --* 


SP R IGHT L 1 
No, Sir, none but what you and every body 
Elſe heard this morning, and .glorious news it is. 
There is bur one alloy to it, the loſs. of our brave 


on 
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Mr. HE ML OCR. 


Pray, Captain, don't you think that this eroffff 
the Danube will have an effect upon the Ruff 8 
F believe they will march homewards. 


SPRIGHTLY:. 


Very probably; but you know the political, con- 


846282 of all theſe events, much better than 
I do. 


[T hey cry the Gazette Airguns athens: upon 
obich Hemlock runs ou as faſt as be can.] 


That is a chearful and welcome alk to a 


roltickt. 
Mrs. HEMLOCK- 


Yes, Captain, he mad for Way Gazette Ex. 
en r 


SPRIGHTLY. 2 


At this rate his Majeſty wilt ruin eee of th 
ſubjects at. two-pence a victory. 


Re-enter Mr. HE ME O 0 E. 4 22 


CW 
What's che matter ? what has happened to you? 
Enough has Pappel dh, for J have miſſed 

the Gazette; as I was running out of my door to 
ſecure one, the fellow was running as fatt along the 


ſtreet, and run full againſt me, threw me down 


into the kennel,. and went out of ear. hot — 
could call him. 


SRI EHT LI. 


But as you know the ſubſtance of a — 1 
the ſtyle of it ſeems to be of no great loſs. 


Mr. 
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ae HEMLOCK. 


You'll pardon me, Sir; every 5 5 is of con- 
ſequence to reflecting people ; ſome 5 Pee go, 
deeper tun the ſurface of things: all fir, at, 
leaſt, upon that very Gazette this 9 5 week at 
our club. Why we fat fix weeks upon the Gazette 
of the battle op Minden; Sir, we weigh even the 
flighteſt circumſtance: we judge the miniſters who 
contrive, and the generals who execute. L 


SPRIGHTLY. 


q I ſhould think that you might as well cruſt + 
them, who ought naturally to know their own 
buſineſs beſt. 


ro 


4 There, Captain, you are in the vulgar error; 
theſe things are every man's bufineſs; and every 
man of common ſenſe knows religion and ek 
and is a complete judge. of both. 


[ Sprighthy pulls out his handkerchief, and drop 
4 letter, Hemlock takes it up.] 


I will ſee what's in this letter — dare ſay it is 
from ſome ſtrumpet; ; and if it is fo, Lucy hal 
ſee it; — it may have a good effect upon her; 1 l 
go out and read it. (afide.) I muſt go and give 
ſome neceſſary orders; I'll be here, again in five 
Münnges. 


Miſs L U C v. 


Surely this political phrenzy is moſt unaccount- 
able. What can ſuch people as my father propoſe 
by it? How can they think they know any thing 
of the matter? and do they not perceive that 
-therr ravings are-not attended to. 


srRIOHTLx. 
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SPRIGHTLX. 


Would you think it poſſible, my dear Lucy, 
that there ſhould be at leaſt a million of theſe 
volunteer Politicians in the kingdom, not one an 
leſs wild than your father? 


NM LU 0 Y. 
But what can they propoſe by it? 


SPRIGHTLY.. 


| Aan cauſes conſpire to produce chis epidemical 
diſtemper; much leiſure, which creates abſurd 
ſchemes of all forts ; great dulneſs, -whoſe 
is facts; vanity to ſeem wiſer than other people, 
with ſome grains to find faults; add to all this, a 
warm 3 with a cold ius, and you 
have the ingredients that compoſe the numberleſs 
volunteer ſtateſmen, generals, and heads of —_ 
that ſwarm * burr throughout the kingdom. 


. HEMLOCK. 
They are well et to work truly, 


Enter Mr. HEMLOCK. 


Mr. HEMLOCK.: . 7 
An natural ſon of Lord Double's—A favourite 
| too; he calls him dear Will —he ſays that he will 
1 get him a regiment and bring Do into the.next 
parhament—be approves of this match.—This 1s 

tter than tother, and may make mea greater 
man—TP'l get off of Formal as well as I can. 
My Lord Double has a reſpe for me already, 
and what will it be after this alliance. It ſhall be 
o- ſhall be in all the ſecrets then I confeſs he 
is a very hopeful young man. (To his wife.) Well, 
| my 
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my dear, won't you, give the Captain, a diſh of 3 
or would you father have a glaſs of wine, Sir? 1 
can give you a glaſs of what's neat from Portugal. 


SPRIGHTLY. 


: I thank you, Sir; 3 I never drink between meals, ; 
| but ſometimes a cup of tea? 


Mr. HE-MLO CK. ("his me) 

Get ſome tea for the Captain, my dear. —We 
muſt have a great deal of converſation, Sir; you 
are the beſt informed young man that I have ſeen, 
and I believe you know ſtill more than you own. 
Pray, Sir, if we have another war, don't you think 


that * rer will er and beat the 5 


F. renc 


Neger 


J believe he may attack them, Sir? but I defy 
him to beat them. 1475 


Mr. HEMLOCK. 
Not beat them] how "ey PET 
SS RIGHTLEY, 3 
Becauſe they won't ſtand to be beat; they will 
run away from him too faſt, they had the heels of 
him clearly, and running away ſeems to be the 
-Principal * of the French exerciſe. 
. HEMLOCK: 
Then we ſhall not be able to make any great 
Hager or chem. 
5 S PRIGHT Lx. ene 
«A rink got Sill wt © are dude Ae breath. 


% S 
- * 


« V 


Te POLIT ICLAN REFORMED. 335 


Enter hed HEMLOCK, wird ee 
Mrs. HE M LOCK. de gn 


: "The letter has work'd finely, A 4 7 
Come, hang your politicks; let of — 
elſe: — the Captain would rather talk of Lucy, 


125 of the A it . os a match, | 


* & - 
FC af 


e CAV IE. 


„ dae rec F 
1 am forry, Sir, to be the as of ill news, 

but I thought it proper that you ſhould. NN 15 | 

_ earlieſt notice of it. 


' Mr. HEMLOCK: (eee, * 
What are the Ruſſians beat? 8 2 
1 vn CARIES gps 
The: ill-news is not of chat nature, but your 
Frlund, Mr. Formal, was arreſted. this morning 
going from hence, in an action of three hundred 
pounds, and there are about twenty writs more out 
againſt him, to the amount of three thouſand pounds, 
and he is not worth Yes. ſhillings, in the world: be 
1 en lodged i in the Fleet for lie. N 
. Mrs, HEMLOLK.. 
Upon my life, I am very glad of | it; God 2. 
ve me] your honeſt friend is now where he * 
. you'll ep jury no more money, I hope? 2 
CAVIL. 
He told che — 5 that arreſted 1 chat you 
was this day to have paid him three hundred pounds, 
Which you "had owed him ſome time, but that you | 


e . 14 S0 0 1 ye 4 x: 3 _ 5 
W N | 

mung 7 . F 0 i wh; 30 2 5 J. 

441 in . Shu Kd . / * #8 e's: his # ; 


= > { + 


ma, 4 2 
ni 
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i. As TEMLOCKS. 
That money I ſnatch'd out of the fire; a baſe 
rogue! I — he would pay yard mne 
* > believe it' 8 a good deal. 
10799 i. HEMLOCK.. (ald) A 
1 am well off of Formal, who I feat e de- 
en me all along; I queſtion whether I am ſo 
well at court as he made me think ;—I begin to 
doubt whether the King ſpoke of me.— But, how- 
ever, this affair of the C 2 makes me 5 
amends, and I will fix it before he goes out of the 
Nt and then I am {ure I ſhall be tina 
| E 
Lou have had a timely eſcape, Mr. 1 
and for you, Miſs, I congratulate you... 1 
M LU CX. r 
As for that, Mr. Cavil, Formal never was, 
nor never ſhould” have been any thing to me z— 
but I am mn oy that he has abuſed my father ſo 
glad hit he l Unite: 
elſe ae? have b T 


. Mrs. H E M 64, + 4 54 hl 
" In 'troth, 1 doubt it is bad enodg 0 — 
"(To Hemlock ) If you would own the truth, he has 
Cheated you of a good deal of "money, which, 
vi all your politicks $ you could not diſcoy . 

r HEMEOER” 

1 confeſs he has cozened me of ſome hs 8 
bur that is nat the worlt of it, for 1 begin to 
Phiſh 2 he has deceived me in ſome more material 

I do believe that he is à baſe man. 
e ii 6 HE MIL OC K. 2 

2 55 EE 'a great rogue, to be fure, and I 41.3 $ 

thought ſo: but then, what was ſomebody elle, 


Pho believed that he would make his fortune for 
him, 


Oe a Eo 


: man in the world with your e . 


you. 
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him, and make un a knight,” gong Lond knows 


what, at court. l IE 


7 de 0242 i ME MITE 


Why, a great fool, I own. ity, that" s what you 
would be en Tab. | 


a 


+ aha SPRIGHTLY.. VT 
* Since 8 formidable a rival as Mr. Formal is out 

the way, permit me, Sir, to renew my appli> 
cation, for your conſent to make me "Oye" 


ait 


fs 


. HE MIL OSR. 
00 have it, Captain, and with hr 1 


take the girl, „ and TK ou 
bong 9 happy r a le a 


Sir, I cannot be happy, when your conſent to 
make me ſo is owing to your being deceived ; 
therefore, I muſt tell you, that the Captain is not 


the man that I believe you take him for. Yout 


fudden converſion in his favour, is perhaps, owin 'g 
to your opinion of his connections and intereſt 

court, that was only a contrivance to take you off 
from Formal; I was not of the plot, though [ 
knew of it, but always reſolved to diſcover it to 


5 AVI 
be NEED and virtue WI a reward 


and if I am not much miſtaken, the only watt 


that Miſs Lucy deſires, is your free and willing 
conan to the match. own myſelf the author 
and cantriver of this innocent fraud, I writ. the 
lexrer, which the "Mr let drop by deſign our 

2 . of 
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1 HEMLO CE. 
That money I fnatch*d out of the fre; a bas 
rogue! I wiſh he would pay ou mn * 
1 believe it's a good deal. 
Fats A. HEMLOCK, (Ad-) 

1 am well off of Formal; who I e "Y 
ved me ull along; I queſtion whether I am ſo 
well at court as he made me think ;—I begin to 
doubt whether the King ſpoke of me.— But, how- 
ever, this affair of the Captain's makes me _ 
_ amends, and I will ix ir bots re he goes out of the 
houſe, and then I am ſure I al be for ee. 
old - CAVIL:.. . 
'* You have had a timely eſcape, „ Mr. Bl 
and for you, Mis, 1 wes Nr 8 

f LUCY, an 

As for that, Mr. Cavil, Formal never was, 
nor never ſnhould have been, any thing to me z— 
* — J am ſorry that he has abuſecd my farher ſo 
ofly, and am glad that he is derodted in Une: 
It might bave been A 

"Mrs. HE MIL OC K. cj 

In troth, I doubt it is bad 98205 „werd 
i To Hemlock. ) If you would own the truth, he has 
cheated you of a good deal of money, Which, 
"with al your politicks s you could hot Gicoy Fe 
| Mr, HEMLOCK, © © 

40g confeſs he has cozened me of ſome hed 
but that is nat the worſt of it, for 1 begin to 


1 8 he has deceived me in ſome more magerial 
I do believe that he is'a baſe man. 
e e e HE MIL OCR. ad 
5 F is a great rogue, to be fure, and 1 ava 
thought ſo: but then, what was ſomebody 
Pho believed that he would make his fortune * 
him, 


* 


HG 


_ nan” in the world with your davghter 7 


The POT ITICTAN REFORMED. 37 


[TOP and make lim a knight, me Lord knows 
what, at court. | . 3 


= " 
"3. 4 


BE eee NMT eM s 
Why, a great fool, I own, it; ee what yo ou 
would be ar, Ikaow. EY 


s 
x 
» SIS: LF IEP OF 


pe fo formidable a e as * F ormal i is out 


of the way, permit me, Sir, to renew my appli 


cation for your conſent to make me the Wa 


"x 3 
x 4 


5. HE NMI ond 
Lou have it, Captain, and with r M 
take the girl, ſhe is a good girl, and a I hope yo 
5 RAR: rogethier. CY 
3 "Miſs. ive” 9 
Sir, 1 cannot be happy, when your conſent to 
make me ſo is owing to your being deceived ; 


therefore, I muſt tell you, that the Captain is not 
the man that I believe you take him for. Yout 


fudden converſion in his favour, is perhaps, wy: 
to your opinion of his connections and intereſt 
court, that was only a contrivance to take you off 
from Formal ; I was not of the plor, 55 h 1 
knew of it, but e reſolved to diſcover it to 
you. 


, CAVYVIE 
ri hae l Viewer lives a reward 


and if I am not much miſtaken, the only rewar: 


that Miſs Lucy deſires, is your free and willing 
"conſent to the match. I own myſelf the author 


fer cantriver of this innocent fraud, I writ. the 
ette 


r, which the Captain let drop by * out 
F 2 of 
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ceiving you. a 
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of his pocket, and which you took. up. I kt 
Formal's circumſtances and buſineſs, and I knew 
no more likely way to undeceive you, then by de- 


9 


S PRIGH TE 


Whoever conſiders the ſtake ] played for, ( — 
ing to Lang) muſt excuſe wy e uſe of _— 
—_— e e F MELO.» oo 

What's all theſe niceties, excuſes, and fiddle- | 
faddles ? In my mind all is very well as it is ; my 
huſband conſents to the match, and ſo do I, with 
all my heart, and it ſhall be done as ſoon as poſ- 

ble. Now own, my dear, that you have been 

ubbled and made a great fool of, with all your 
politicks, and leave of all chat uff before it is too 
late. 


ens op, MU 
Ben own I have been ſhamefully deceived by a 


F ſe end. and have ſuffered. in my fortune by 


eglecting my own buſineſs; and minding what 1 

ad nothing to do with. But my eyes are now 
opened; I renounce affairs of ſtate ; I will go no 
more to the club, and I will take in no more news- 
papers, but the Gazerre extraordinary, as a yell- 
wWiſher. 


Mrs. HEMLOCK: 


- Keep but to thoſe, reſolutions and we may ſoon 
do well enough ſtill. That curſed club! l Ae 
they are not all broke. A 324 


. H E M 1 oc K. 
Why, to tell you the . my rt four of 
ä the 
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the club have failed this year 3 hut den. you mnt 
. conſider, how buſy and how buſtling a year India 

affairs have made it! . N have Wenn Had 
time to mind their buſineſs, pry” 


oo fins 28 * — can mend our's, 8 ir, you | 
may command it; and I dare ſa Yo. ba Captain 


will 3 Join yich me, in chat proof of L duty. | 
et \SPRIGHTLY, | : Cay on 7 
- Moſ willingly. i in any. thing. to nad od 


b HE ML OCK- 2 * 
pe 1 hall eee 
1 im be to mind e eee, 12 
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"Patt; is the beſt way of ſerving one 110 and 
one's country; every perſon may be oy ng an 


own profeſſion, and-1s probably — if he goes 
out of it; for my part I will venture my life with 
zeal for his Majeſty as a ſoldier, but I will neither 
ad viſe nor en his meaſures as a ſtateſman, 
which I have not been bred to, 
CAVIL. (to Sprighthy.) 

The two. hundred pieces, ſeem to be mine in 

equity.» 
"'$PRIGHTLY- 

You may depend upon them, but dear lawyer, 
don't aſk me for more; for if you ſhould, I am 
not in a humour to refuſe any thing. 


CAVIL. 
Thees as vou pleaſe, Sir. 


Mm. 
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1 1 4 all's a et al 
ve 4 merry upper to ou will ſup wi 

us, Mr. Cavil, and e r dĩrections 2 Ls hs 
- writings, that the y young folks may be — as 


eee L love to have fed. 


M. HEM LO 5 

1 find” myſelf hap pier than 1 have bern the 

many years, now, 3 5 F have "thrown off that 

uſeleſs burthen of politicks, which I have moſt 

ridiculouſly under fo long, and I wiſh my 
w-Citizens would follow my example. 
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 SPRIGHT LV. Gies Lac had)! 
Give =; Ya dear Ley, this earneſt of my ap- 


happineſs, and let it prove the 
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